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The jurisdiction of every court is limited by the principle of sovereign immunity. ! Since the United States is a sovereign power 
and immune from suit, a court cannot acquire jurisdiction over an action against the United States except when the United States 


consents.” Similarly, no suit in law or equity can be maintained against a state in its own courts or the courts of another state, by 


its own citizens, citizens of another state, or citizens of a foreign state, unless the state has consented or waived its immunity.” 
A foreign sovereign may only be subjected to the jurisdiction of United States courts under the Foreign Sovereign Immunities 


Act.t A foreign government may waive sovereign immunity by agreeing to a choice of law provision in a contract with a private 
citizen, where the contract chooses United States state law to govern.” Head-of-state immunity may also block the exercise of 


personal jurisdiction over the president or head of state of a foreign nation.° 
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Footnotes 

1 Oetjen v. Central Leather Co., 246 U.S. 297, 38 S. Ct. 309, 62 L. Ed. 726 (1918). 
2 Am. Jur. 2d, United States §§ 59, 65. 

3 Am. Jur. 2d, States, Territories, and Dependencies § 101. 
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